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ESSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

ESSINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE – Tearoom Meeting
MINUTES of the Tearoom Committee meeting held on Thursday 13th August 2018 at 7.00 pm at Council Chamber Essington Community Centre.

PRESENT              Councillor D James(Vice-Chairman)(Chairman of Tearoom Committee)
                               Councillor P.Lever(Chairman of the Council)                 
                               Councillor B Tarbuck      
                               Councillor D Clifft      

                               Councillor C Steel
                               Councillor J Slim   
                               Councillor M North

                               Councillor R Bradburn                

Also present tearoom staff – Mr J C.Morris, Mrs P A Preece, Mrs D J Huntbatch, Mrs D Bates,   
Mrs P A Powles, Mrs L Tipler,

5 members of the public present

The Chairman Councillor Denise James opened the meeting and welcomed Members.

Public Participation   - No comments                                                   
1.   ApologiES
Councillor David Clifft, Councillor June Smallman, Councillor Bert Gibbons, Councillor Ken Pace, 

Councillor Maureen Billingsley tendered their apologies.
2.   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING ON THE 8TH AUGUST 2019
The minutes were proposed by Councillor Peter Lever seconded by Councillor Beryl Tarbuck as a true 

Record and carried.

3    MATTERS ARISING (FROM THE MEETING)

ETR001 - A member of staff commented that sole responsibility for the tearoom was not agreed, 

Members discussed this point and agreed that the staff should have responsibility for the daily running

 of the tearoom, but all decisions appertaining to major changes should come to Council for ultimate

approval.

ETR001 – Premium time was not suggested by a member of staff, but was discussed by staff when 

speaking with the Chairman in a previous meeting, Members agreed that no premium rates would be 

paid at the present time without consultation with full council.
4.  SUNDAY OPENING

Members discussed the closure of Sunday opening and deemed it to be incorrect.  The tearoom will 

resume service on a Sunday from 16th September 2018.  Members also discussed the closure of the 

tearoom for 2 weeks during the summer to facilitate holiday arrangements.
5.   InCOME & EXPENDITURE
The clerk submitted a statement of income & expenditure up to 31st August 2018, Members discussed 

the VAT liability and agreed that although future statements would show the amounts outstanding & 

paid, the VAT would not impact on the running of the tearoom as a liability.

6.   STAFF – MORALE
Staff members commented that the recent rumours concerning closure had impacted on the staff, as 

they felt their future was unsure.  Council Members assured the staff that there had not been any 

discussion regarding reduction in staff or their hours in the tearoom.
7.   CASHING UP
The new procedure is now in place whereby 1 member balances the till and a 2nd Member checks the 

figures, both initial the till roll.
8.    KITCHEN AREA
A staff member confirmed that a rota is in place to deal with the deep cleaning.  Members discussed 

the kitchen, which is considered to be too small for the number of people, an item will be put on the 

next Council Management Committee for discussion. 
9.   HOLIDAY/SICKNESS COVER
The staff confirmed that the present policy is that no more than one person can be on holiday at any

time, unless there is an emergency.  If at all possible no additional staff cover.
ETR 002
10.  CLEANING ROTA
As discussed in item 8

11.  THE PARLOUR
Members discussed the voucher scheme & agreed that upon purchase the voucher should be valid for a 12 month period and not as the present position when they have unlimited validity.

12.   MENUS
Members discussed the changes for the winter, & discussed making fresh soup using the soup kettle.
Staff Members commented on a proposed Christmas party for customers, with the food being provided by the staff & asked for permission to use the room.  The Management Committee will give this request further consideration at the next meeting
13. Date of next meeting 
Thursday 6th December 2018 7pm Council Chamber

14. CLOSURE
CHAIRMAN:





DATE:
